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Press Release 

Solactive and Franklin Templeton Collaborate to Launch Two Thematic ETFs Targeting 
Sustainable Companies Across Food and Healthcare 
6 July 2023 

FRANKFURT AM MAIN – Solactive and Franklin Templeton are excited to announce their partnership in 
launching two new exchange-traded funds (ETFs) tracking Solactive indices. Designed to offer investors 
focused exposure to the dynamic food and healthcare sectors, these ETFs will use the Solactive 
Sustainable Food Index NTR (net total return) and the Solactive Sustainable Health and Wellness Index 
NTR. By leveraging Solactive's indexing expertise and Franklin Templeton's investment capabilities, these 
ETFs are poised to meet the evolving needs of investors seeking long-term growth and sustainability. 

According to research from Statista, the wellness market size worldwide was at more than $4.37 trillion in 
2020 and is set to grow to almost $7 trillion by 20251. The food market revenue reached $8.67 billion in 20222 
and is forecast to grow annually at a rate of 6.73% until 20283. To tap into that potential while, at the same 
time, considering the importance of ESG factors in investment decision-making, the indices aim to capture the 
performance of companies at the forefront of driving innovation and sustainability within those sectors. Both 
indices use Solactive’s proprietary Natural Language Processing (NLP) Engine ARTIS®, which is utilizing 
advanced algorithms to parse high volumes of public documents evaluating companies’ exposure to the 
segments. 

The Solactive Sustainable Food Index NTR tracks companies prioritizing sustainability and innovation in the 
food network across industries such as agricultural machinery, aquaculture, crop protection, packing 
solutions, smart farming, sustainable food, and water technology. Solactive has partnered with Institutional 
Shareholder Services (ISS) to identify companies that are aligned with the relevant UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Further environmental, social, and governance (ESG) criteria are then applied to 
ensure sustainability and responsible practices including checks on impacts to biodiversity-sensitive areas and 
gender diversity on boards. 

 
1 Statista: Size of the wellness market worldwide in 2019 and 2020, with a forecast to 2025 
2 Statista: Food Report - 2023 
3 Statista: Food - Worldwide 
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Similarly, the Solactive Sustainable Health and Wellness Index NTR focuses on innovative healthcare 
companies, including eHealth, genomics, medical imaging, robotic surgery, and those specializing in senior 
diseases. It considers companies that facilitate healthcare access and meet diverse consumers focusing on an 
ageing population. Companies deemed by ISS to be contributing to SDG 3 (good health and well-being) are 
selected. Other ESG criteria are then applied to ensure a selection of companies promoting sustainable and 
impactful healthcare solutions.  

The two ETFs, Franklin Future of Food UCITS ETF and Franklin Future of Health and Wellness UCITS ETF, will 
be listed on Xetra and LSE Stock Exchange on 6th and 7th July under the stock codes FOFD and FOHW, 
respectively. 

Timo Pfeiffer, Chief Markets Officer at Solactive, commented: “We are pleased to continue our engagement 
with Franklin Templeton to launch these indices. Our food and healthcare indices enable investors to gain 
exposure to companies that are at the forefront of innovation and create a positive impact in these vital 
sectors, which have great potential to grow. Moreover, they align with ESG criteria, which is a current 
increasing demand to help build a better planet”.   

Rafaelle Lennox, Head of UCITS ETF Product Strategy at Franklin Templeton, said: “We are delighted to have 
partnered with Solactive and ISS in the creation of these forward-looking solutions aligned to UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, providing investors with exposure to companies involved in innovative and sustainable 
practices across food and healthcare”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit:   

http://www.solactive.com 
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Note to editors 

About Solactive 

Solactive is a leading provider of indexing, benchmarking, and calculation solutions for the global investment 
and trading community. Headquartered in Frankfurt and, with offices in Hong Kong, Toronto, Berlin, Dresden, 
and Amsterdam, we innovate and disrupt the status quo as the partner of choice for our clients.  

The unique blend of our around 300 staff’s expertise in data, data science, financial markets, and technology 
enables our clients’ continued success through the delivery of a superior experience, unique customization 
capabilities, and the best value for money available in the industry. With more than 26,000 indices calculated 
daily, we offer a full suite of solutions, including market-leading ESG and thematic indices. 

As at January 2023, Solactive served approximately 500 clients across the world, with approximately US$300 
billion invested in products linked to our indices. Solactive is registered with ESMA as a benchmark 
administrator and is supervised by the BaFin. 

About Franklin Templeton 

Franklin Resources, Inc. [NYSE:BEN] is a global investment management organization with subsidiaries 
operating as Franklin Templeton and serving clients in over 155 countries. Franklin Templeton’s mission is to 
help clients achieve better outcomes through investment management expertise, wealth management and 
technology solutions. Through its specialist investment managers, the company offers specialization on a 
global scale, bringing extensive capabilities in fixed income, equity, alternatives and multi-asset solutions. 
With offices in more than 30 countries and approximately 1,300 investment professionals, the California-based 
company has over 75 years of investment experience and approximately $1.4 trillion in assets under 
management as of 31 May 2023. For more information, please visit www.franklintempleton.de. 

Disclaimer 

The information in this document does not constitute tax, legal or investment advice and is not intended as a 
recommendation for buying or selling securities. Solactive AG and all other companies mentioned in this 
document are not responsible for the consequences of reliance upon any opinion or statement contained 
herein or for any omission. 
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Solactive AG, Platz der Einheit 1, 60327 Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Registered Office: Frankfurt am Main, 
Registration Court: Amtsgericht Frankfurt am Main, HRB: 79986, USt-IdNr.: DE 255 598 976. Management 
Board: Steffen Scheuble, Alexander Steiner, and Timo Pfeiffer, Head of Supervisory Board: Dr Felix Mühlhäuser. 
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